178      DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM

different from that in which the ecclesiastical songs
and chronicles dressed him.

This very noted hero is Don Rodrigo Diaz di
Bivar, known in Christian chronicles by the name of
Cid El Campeador.

For ages the Cid El Campeador was the emblem
of Christian heroism and his life a fertile source for
the imagination of poets and writers. But this exag-
gerated fiction was written only to excite the religious
and national spirit in a nation which, in those ages,
was striving to restore its territory wrenched from it
and occupied by Islam centuries before. But if we
deprive the story of the Christian knight of the
elements of fanaticism, exaggeration and fiction with
which it is overwhelmed, we find an ordinary picture
of medieval chivalry with more vices than virtues.
The fact that his life was crowded with events and
battles in which he took part, and characterized with
daring and adventure and with great influence and
authority, is due more to the conditions of his age and
to the elements of discord which were tearing his
adversaries than to his ability, skill and character.
The story of Cid El Campeador has been written
by more than one Spanish historian. The first who
studied his life and wrote it in a historical style free
from legend was Alphonso X, king of Castille, entitled
the Learned. He wrote it at the close of the thirteenth
century when he was writing the general history of
Spain (Cronica General) relying, in writing it, on
old Latin and Spanish chronicles, and some Arabic
chronicles and historical odes, that is to say more than
a century and a half after the death of the Cid. But
this part devoted to the life of the Cid differs much, in
its spirit and style, from all the other parts of the
history of Alphonso X. Scholars do not agree in the